Wednesday, November 19,2014 | wwwwhakatanebeacon.conz | 3

Kapa haka festival finds favour

Karla Akuhata
Maori affairs reporier
= MORE than 780 children took to the
. stage this weekend as part of the
Rangitaiki Kapa Haka Festival.
The festival, held at the Whakatane
y War Memorial Centre, drew a crowd
» Lighting, estimated at 1800 over the day.
| Walkway Kura o Te Paroa and Te Kura o
‘1 $204,000 Te Teko jointly took out the top spot

in the competitive section with Te

ent of the Wharekura o Ruatoki placing second.

T Te Whata Tau o Putauaki and Te
ke Kura o Te Paroa shared the top award
et Bk in the whakangahau (entertamment)
ts to the section. ‘
1ed, which Te Kura o Te Paroa also took out
”Oui'ld the first place in the novice section with
bsinee - to Te Kura o Taneatua claxmmg second
d upgrade and Motueka taking third. .
;, and the This year’s festival was co-hosted by
lilmg wall Allandale Primary School and Ohope
Park, Beach School. ‘
h Bureau : il | Tony Horsfall, the principal at
sased ear- iy \l'.lm m\\g \\§ i \ el Ohope Primary School, said the event

was successful because of the posmve »
community atmosphere.
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i ‘ o ) | » R § hl ! \\ y the success of the festival; the weather

s identi- ; ' Pl s b b \ L e | ” Ht‘ \"\\\\%‘\N \\1\ Ly did not affect the performances and

bourhoods F iy i J LRI T T ! \ being in Whakatane made it acces-

ect, which Ry ‘ IV , L ‘\l; \ M\‘é N i\'&'\\\ sible for lots of whanau to attend —a

ng around : HEH : ! HIEEY ‘ A \ real community festival.”

1 sense of ' Rangitaiki Kapa Haka Festival com-

mittee member Thomas Mitai said he





