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MORE than a decade ago they were
included in the settlement with Tuhoe,
this year they feature in Whakatohes's
— but Te Upokorehe say they belong to
themselves.

Or at least that was the message on
signs at a protest outside the Whakatohea
Maori Trust Board on Friday morming.
More than 50 members of Te Upokorehe
| gathered outside the building to. protest
against being included in the agreement
in principle that prefaces Whakatohea's
treaty settlement.

The agreement in principle, signed
on August 18, outlines an offer by the
Government of $100 million to settle
Whakatohea’s treaty grievances. It
includes Te Upokorehe as a hapu of
Whakatohea, effectively wiping out Te
Upokorehe's ability to have its claims
heard.

Kaumatua Wallace Aramoana said Te
Upokmhe was a tribe of its own, and not
a sub-tril

Hapu protest

Te Upokorehe kaumatua and moko-
puna also took their message into the

or Tuhoe.
“With the Crown pushmu all these
| things we have never been listened to.

They have no taringa (ears). We want
| to be able to have our stories and his-
tory recognised and acospted but we have
been pushed to the side and told we are
not an iwi.

“We were an iwi in 1540 and 1860 and
we were known to the Government and
Crown as an iwi then but now they push
us under the umbrella of other tribes."

The protest involved members of the
tribe holding banners that contained key
messages and singing songs to maintain
the peaceful aspect of the demonstration,

IW1OR HAPU:

aori Trust Board offices,

by placing rocks from each of their fiv

Hapy, and marae, next o n sign I

that read “My future is on the
rocke”.

Afterwards Te Upokorehe
kaumatua met with the
Whakatohea Maori  Trust
Board  chairman  Robert
Edwards, to talk about why
they felt compelled to protest.
Mr Aramoana said
Whakatohea Maori
Board had been jgnorant of Te
Upokorehe's iwi status.
*Te Upokorehe are an

TE UPOKOREHE is a sub-ribe of
Whakatohea, according to Graeme

Riesterer,
The Whakatohea Pre-Settlement
Claims

and whakapapa

Te Upokoxehe has lnnl been a recog-

nised hapu of Whakatohea and has been

nchuded as n..punf
Maori Trust Board

Mr
Upokorehe would receive the benefits
of the settlement, along with the rest of

tol
“The proposed Whakatohea treaty set-
Llement is for the entire iwi,
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Hapu not an iwi says

“Together we have the q)panm
nity to build a prosperous fut
and we want all our uri w

“Te Upokorehe is a part of Whakatohea
and is D‘!‘f- of the Whakatohea Pre-
Bettlement Claims Trust. As such it
would be wrong for them to be excluded
hom any sottlement.”

Dmmr said Whakatohea Maori

Board chairman Robert Edwards,
who was also a member of the pre-set-

bea part of

| which includes all our hapu and whanau.

Claims
Tk et welcome the opportunity to
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inclusion in agreement

'YOUNG AND OLD: Te Mauri Andre Keno,
| 4, was one of the Te Upokorehe mokopu-
| naattheprotest. pssaion

chairman

meet with those who turned up on Friday,
and we hope to do 8o soon.

Whakatohea  Pre-Settlement
Claims Trust continues to meet with our
Whakatohea uri (descendants), through
marae and hapu hui.

“The trust includes re
the hapu and two of the three Te Upnh:nhe

Marae.
| "We bave held meeﬁllg: with two Te
| Upokorehe Marae, howaver Roimata Marae
| has yet to accept our invitation to meet.

“Our is always open and we are

Teceptive to meating with anyone who has.
| an interest in the Whakatohen settloment
process and discussing where they see
themselves in the process.”

iwi in their own right, not & hapu of
Whalatohea, It was the Crown and the
courts that determined Te Upokorehe
was  hapu of Whakatohea and it's time
this was put right.”

Mr Aramoana said he was looking
forward to an lnqulry by Waxunm

Tribunal into treaty gris
qroups in me North-Bastern Bay nt
Plenty area.

mm.xy, the Waitangi 'h-ibuml has
granted an urgent hearing into issues
surrounding the Whakatohea's treaty

t negotiations following an

application by ISmupe. which oppooed
the Whakai

to negotiate on behalf of the tribe,

Mr Aramoana said the tribu-
nal identified ‘the unique position
of Te Upckorehe' meant their claim
for urgency to be removed from the

‘Whakatohea mandate should be
hnri

Upokorehe were joined in their

ymtul by one of those groups - the
Mokomoko whanau. Mokomoko was
the Whakatohea chief who wu hanged
at Mount Eden prison for his alleged
role in the execution of Reverend Carl
Volkner at Opotiki on March 2, 1885.

Mokomoko and Te Whakatohea main-
I

itohea Pre-
Trust’s assertion that it held a mandate
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A descendent of Mokomoko, Karen
Mokomoko was at the protest and said
her family opposed the agreement in
principle because it did not include an
wcepted record of the historical griev-

"l‘aeu settlement is all about the
money and it is now about the humm:n\
grievances — it is about ing else
and it is not about righting all of these
feinga”

Ms Mokomoko said her family had
their own claim and it was lbfm!. what
happened to their ancestor in 1865,

“This settlement includes our claim
butilhlnolheenlninduivcm»
cess.
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