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More congestion
coming to The Hub
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CONGESTION at The Hub will
increase next summer as another
2000 vehicles a day are detoured
over Whakatane’s Landing Road
Bridge.

NZ Transport Agency is plan-
ning a $5 million upgrade of
the Pekatahi Bridge at Taneatua
that will increase its load capac-
ity, the speed of crossing traffic
and, potentially, its width.

The re-decking will require
the bridge to be closed for about
three months at the height of
the tourist season, raising con-
cerns about the increase in cars
and heavy traffic forced to travel
through Whakatane.

Atapresentation to Whakatane
District Council’s projects and
services committee yesterday,
NZTA journey manager Nigel
D’Ath and Beca regional bridge
consultant Andrew Ball were
grilled by councillors and staff
about the logistics and timing of
the project, given its potential to
cause “chaos and confusion”.

Following community consul-
tation the project has been timed
for a three-month period over
summer when schools are on
holiday, providing for a natural
reduction in traffic, and contrac-
tors have the benefit of summer
working conditions, including
long hours of daylight.

However, it does not take
account of the increased num-
ber of tourists holidaying in the
Eastern Bay.

George Johnston said traffic
was already backed up half-way
to the Thornton Road turn-off at
peak times over the summer and
this would make it worse.

‘m going to make a predic-
tion that this will be an absolute
disaster for traffic going through
the district,” he said.

MORE DELAYS: Traffic building up at The Hub.
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According to NZTA traffic vol-

Infrastructure general manag-
er Tomasz Krawczyk is encour-
aging NZTA to work with the
council on “the science of traffic
management through The Hub.

“Tt is too late to do anything
major but at least we can check
traffic counts and arrangement
of traffic around the bridge.”

The main problem was school
traffic coming from Hinemoa
Street and turning right into
town, and once all the big trucks
started coming through these
problems would double.
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ume figures, 2000 vehicles cross-
ing the Pekatahi Bridge daily.

This includes 80 milk tanker
movements a day along with for-
estry trucks, freight trucks and
agricultural machinery.

Opotiki Mayor John Forbes,
who attended the meeting, said
70 percent of the freight carried
from Poverty Bay crossed the
bridge.

While the bridge is closed,
NZTA plans to re-route traf-
fic from Awakeri, through
Whakatane and out to Taneatua.
This will increase the daily traf-
fic count through Whakatane to
14,000. r

Mr D’Arth expects the detour
to add 10 to 12 minutes to the
journey but acknowledges it
could be longer, given the issues
at the Keepa Road roundabout.

“Tt is predicted that the main
area of concern will be around
The Hub and across the Landing
Road Bridge.

“The main tools we have at our
disposal are trying to educate
the public of what the potential
impacts could be and encourage
people to travel as much as pos-
sible outside the peak times.”



