
ORATORS: Calais Tumarae, Heremia McGarvey and Te Urupounamu McGarvey took part in the Waiariki Maori 
Women's Welfare League Rangatahi Oratory competition. 	 Photo Troy Baker D0760-06 
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THE latest estimate of potentially con-
taminated Bay of Plenty sites stands at 
1232, and is rising, according to a Bay of 
Plenty Regional Council report. 

Of the sites registered on the council's 
hazardous activities and industries list 
(HAIL), 196 are in the Whakatane dis-
trict, 36 in Opotiki and 20 in Kawerau. 

Tauranga has the largest number of 
HAIL sites (450) followed by Rotorua 
(383), Whakatane, and the Western Bay 
(145). 

An updated list of HAIL sites was con-
sidered at the council's regional direction 
and delivery meeting last week. 

According to a report prepared for pol-
lution prevention manager Nick Zaman, 
the council is still identifying new sites 
for the register and the number of HAIL, 
activities on the register is expected to 

WHETHER you are a published 
author or a secret scribbler, 
there's a new group starting up 
in Whakatane just for you. 

A recent meeting of the 
Whakatane Friends of the 
Library raised the need for a 
writer's group. 

Former BAY WEEKEND colum-
nist John Glasse has agreed to 
lead the group. 

"The idea is for a group of 
writers to provide feedback and 
encouragement to each other," 
Mr Glasse said. 

"Clearly, it's needed. We 
haven't had one for a long time. 
There are a lot of people who 
are writing. I know there are 
several people working with 
Hospice Eastern Bay writing  

increase with time. 
Of the 1232 registered sites, 950 are 

verified as having a history of hazard-
ous activities or are where hazardous 
activities continue to be carried out, and 
a further 33 sites were being verified at 
the end of May. 

HAIL activities for abrasive blasting, 
dry cleaning, and metal treatment have 
been completed. 

The report says regional council staff  
members are working through a list of 
wood treatment sites. 

These have been prioritised due to 
wood treatment having a higher chance 
of causing a contamination risk to human 
health or the environment. 

Once work on the wood treatment sites 
is complete staff will then prioritise other 
sites according to risk. 

Of the 196 HAIL sites in Whakatane 
115 have a verified history of activities 
with the potential for contamination, 11 
have had contamination confirmed, 49 
contaminated sites are being managed,  

and 20 sites have either been remediated 
or the contamination is at an acceptable 
level. 

One Whakatane HAIL site has no 
identified contamination. 

The council says when it has infor-
mation to suggest a high potential for 
off-site contamination effects, follow-up 
work is carried out to gain a better 
understanding of the potential risk from 
the site. 

This will usually involve encouraging 
or requiring the owner to carry out an 
investigation, and when off-site contami-
nation risk is confirmed the landowner 
is required to take steps to address the 
problem. 

The council says one of its roles is to 
ensure remedial action is appropriate 
and implemented. 

It says if there is contamination but 
no off-site discharges, then the primary 
responsibility for ensuring assessment, 
and action if required, falls with the dis-
trict council. 

Kids speak volumes 
John Boynton 

TUHOE leader Tamati Kruger has 
served as a winning inspiration for 
one student at a regional oratory 
competition. 

Te Urupounamu McGarvey, 11, 
said Mr Kruger was someone she 
looked up to "because he fights for 
the land", and her speech about him 
led her to the title. 

It is the second year the Kura 
o Tawera student has taken the 
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other winners from the competition 
at the National Nga Pu Korero o 
Apopo competition at the MNIVVL 
national conference in Tauranga in 
September. 

Waimanea Nuri, from Te Kura o 
Te Koutu, won the intermediate girls 
and Tihema Hare, from Te Kura 
Maori a Rohe 0 Waiohau, won the 
intermediate boys. 

Awhimate Tamiana, from Te 
Wharekura o Huiarau, won the 
senior girls and Aquira Tiakiwai, 
from Whakatane High School, won 
the senior boys. 
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Growing number of 
BOP hazardous sites 

Scribblers to unite 
biographies. 

"I still scribble a lot and know 
what it's like to have stuff on my 
computer and not know what to 
do with it." 

Anyone interested in know-
ing more about the group is 
invited to meet in the Bay Trust 
room at the Whakatane library 
tomorrow, July 3, at 12.30pm. 

Mr Glasse said he didn't know 
what form the group would take 
until he saw how many people 
showed up and what their inter-
ests were. 

"We will most likely have com-
petitions or get together in small 
groups to write one-act plays." 

To register interest in the 
writers' group, phone organiser 
Joy Insley, 07 312 5959. 

Car park closed 
A GEO-TECH appraisal and inspection of the cliff  
face behind the Clifton Road car park in Whakatane 
has been undertaken to assess the implications of 
a recent rock fall 

The inspection involved contractors abseiling 
down the cliff face for a closer look at two separate 
rock falls and a dislodged pohutukawa caught up on 
the upper slopes. 

Whakatane District Council transportation man-
ager Martin Taylor said destabilisation of the cliff  

face by the tree's roots was the likely cause of the 
rock fall. 

"The rock fall has left a narrow ridge in place, as 
well as several unstable outcrops and overhangs, 
and further rock removal and stabilisation work is 
likely to be required before the car park below can 
safely be opened for public use," Mr Taylor said. 

The Clifton Road car park would remain closed 
and the area of immediate risk fenced off until the 
work required had been completed, a process that 
could take several weeks. 

junior girls' title at Waiariki Maori 
Women's Welfare League Rangatahi 
Oratory competition, with fellow 
student Heremia McGarvey, eight, 
taking the junior boys' title. 

Classmate Calais Tumarae, 12, 
didn't win but shook off the "nerves" 
to speak about how she is inspired 
by former Silver Fern netballer 
Temepara Bailey. 

Twenty-two students from 10 
schools gave speeches at the event, 
held at Te Whare Wananga o 
Awanuiarangi. 

The winning students will join 

Planting planned 
for Sullivan lake 

Wrong number 
CORRECTION 

A STORY in Tuesday's BEACON referring to a 
restaurant robbery reported the contact number 


