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on how much water may be used, improved
methods for water use accounting, and

The council, through its regional direc-
tion and delivery committee, has started
the process of amending its regi pol-
kymumentsotheﬂmqunhtymnbe

health and wellbeing and its resources to
be woven into the health and wellbeing of

people.

Az part of their Treaty of Waitang: set-
tlements in 2012, Ngati Whare and Ngati
Manawa, of Te Whaiti and Murupars
respectively, sought mechanisms to restore
and protect the river's mauri — its life force,

The council has nlready established the
Rangitaiki River Forum as the key stake-
holder in planning for the change,
and it prepared a river decument,
Te Ara Whanm o Rangitaiki, outlining
the objective and desired outcomes of the

change.

The regional council expects to notify the
changes to its regional policy statement in
May or June next year and, following that,
will call for submisssons.

A deaft plan change has already been
prepared and points to increasing restrice
tions an using water for dairying.

A background paper on the draft says,
historically, neither the dairy industry nor
the council have limited the amount of
water used for dairy shed milk cooling, ot
for dairy shed wash-down purposss.

As a consequence few dairy farmers hold

workshop in April, will provide
trolled.sctivity status for all water takes of
Jege than 50 cubic metres a day, irrespec-
tive of the intended use of the water,

Thiz means all applications for water
use within 50 cubic metres a day must be
granted on candition that certain criterin

paper says the second
key group of unauthorised water users are
orchard ireigators, but determiming bow
to deal with them is difficult due to their
potential to use high volumes,

“We don't know the extent of unauthor-
isad irrigntion, except that industry rep-
resentatives have come forward sseking

ial consideration.”

The papes says gines April a new restrict-
«d discretionary nctivity rule for existing
unauthonsed irrgation and orchard frost
protection takes has been drafted,

Under this rule, applications for con.
sents could be declined i they failed to
meet, provisions of relevant couneil policies.

“Conmideration would be given to the eco-
nomic benefits and value of watar-depen:
dent investment,”

The paper suggests that in areas whore
water nbstraction already exceeds limits,
applicants for water use consants will be
required to provide information to support
& more generons allocation.

They will al=o need to be aware that
their water alloation will be subject to
“more frequent restrictions® and they may
be required to Jook for alternative resoure-
ea, guch as doep groundwater,

The draft plan changes reduces the
amount of ground water a farmer may
take from 35 cublc metves a day to 15
cubie metyes, and prevents a farmer from
combining his ground water take with the
surfuce water take.

Al permitted water takes will noed to be
registerad, and farmers will need to report
and metar thear water takes on the coun-
il's request.



