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Taneatua tobecome
Bay’s hot spot for art

GRAPHIC depiction of intimate
formale anatomy in the Taoeatun
Gallery lsn't the only imteresting
discussion point emerging from
the once-dilapidated house,

On a dreary winter's day, Tame
Tti site at his desk in & room that
WAl Onol ki

The house, bought by Mr ' Iti's
coumin  Laurence Hughos, bhas
been somowhat restored. Thure
are new windows, new timber
to replace rotting bosrds on the
decl, and the woeds have been
cleared awny

But inside, holes and graffi.
ti remain. The house, now the
Taneatun Gallery, in belng used
to exhibit artwork cronted by six

lytechnic wtudents studying at

intee, in Hamilton, One hos

incorporated a vagina into each

of her works. Their exhibition ia
named Kiare.

. My Iti said he wanted exhibi

tions to work around the holes

[ and graffiti because they were

iy

i house

part of the house's story. He said
this approach was ingpired by
wxlubitions he had seen in Europe.

"When | wan in Germuny | went
to o gallery in Berlin. It was in
u block bigger than Whakatane
town centes and a group of artists
took it over and held exhibitions
it

“1 was roally impressed how
they took it over and did it."
Mr It pid be )

opelidly, Y, \xEpiTe
othurs in the community.

“Lhad a whole heap of kids come
in hore you d ‘were
asking me questions and I asked
thom questions.

“What I told them |s it doesn't
have to be nice and beautiful
images. Art is a depiotion of what
they are thinking.

“1 would like to swe a lot of
Tuhoo artiats exhibited. | want
them to see these kind of works
and realise it is not just all draw-
ing little pieces. Thay have to be
more confident. We come from a
long line of artists,

“You don't have to be a slave
working for someone else; you
can work for yourself and do the

things you love.
“You can be self-employed and

Tuhoe artists exhibited. I
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